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UEC Conference Call Minutes, Wednesday, January 7, 2011 
11:30am – 12:30pm EST 
 
Participants
Chair – Mark Dadmun (University of Tennessee)  


 (attendees in blue) 


Vice-Chair – Martyn McLachlan (Imperial College, London)  
Secretary – Tony Hmelo (Vanderbilt University)  
At-Large Members – 


Nina Balke (ORNL/CNMS); David Bucknall (Georgia Tech); Marco Buongiorno Nardelli (North Carolina State 
University); Michael Hickner (Penn State); Ronald L. Jones (NIST); Vivek Prabhu (NIST); Colin Wolden 
(Colorado School of Mines) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Venkatraman Gopalan (Penn State)  
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes; Laura Edwards; Sandy Lowe 
 
   


• News from CNMS- Sean Smith to be new director, results of proposal call (96/166, 10 SNS) 
• Set schedule for monthly telecons 


o First Wednesday of each month, 10am EST 
• Current issue of User Newsletter  


o Suggested button on website for archived newsletters 
o Survey response – add link to survey with summary of questions (NIST style) 
o Intros – add links to individual sites 


• Next issue of User Newsletter  - late March 
o Welcome – Mark and/or new division director 
o Proposal update – new call 
o Upcoming Events – dates for user meeting 
o Staff/theme highlights  
o What’s New – Guest house? 
o Survey response 
o Research highlights 


 press releases 
 send 2 highlights from each theme to choose from 
 poll the users for submissions 


• Implementation of staggered 2-year terms for Secretary plus 7 At-Large members 
o Suggestion: Hmelo, Bucknall, Jones – have served before and get first right-of-refusal for 


one year term or two year term.  
o Hmelo and Bucknall agreed to 1 year term (Dadmun will ask Ron Jones his preference) 
o Remainder TBD by Dadmun and consensus 


• Follow up to User Community Survey – plan to gather responses and distribute to appropriate 
groups for responses by next newsletter 


• Face-to-face meeting (Doodle results):  
o 5/2/8 at CNMS 


 Doodle poll for availability for the weeks April 18 – May 30 
o 3/1/8 Dallas APS 
o 2/1/8 no need to meet 


• Dates for 2011 User Meeting – CINT meeting is 9/14-16, pushes us to 9/19-21 
• New business 


o Would like to see workshops/tutorials available throughout the year – they are very useful 
and there is a high interest (Marco) 


 
 


Next Conference Call – Wednesday, February 2, 10:00am EST 
 
 
 












UEC Conference Call Minutes, Wednesday, February 2, 2011 
10:00-11:00am EST 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 


Chair – Mark Dadmun (University of Tennessee)  


Vice-Chair – Martyn McLachlan (Imperial College, London)  


Secretary – Tony Hmelo (Vanderbilt University)  


At-Large Members – 


Nina Balke (ORNL/CNMS); David Bucknall (Georgia Tech); Marco Buongiorno Nardelli (North Carolina State 


University); Michael Hickner (Penn State); Ronald L. Jones (NIST); Vivek Prabhu (NIST); Colin Wolden 


(Colorado School of Mines) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Venkatraman Gopalan (Penn State)  


CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes; Laura Edwards; Sandy Lowe 


 


   


 News from CNMS/UEC 


o UEC members agreed to 1 year terms (Hickner, Bucknall, Hmelo, Jones); two year terms 


(Balke, Buongiorno Nardelli, Prabhu, Wolden).  All future terms are rotating two year terms. 


o User meeting: September 19-20 with workshops 21-23 – memo has been sent to Mihal 


 We need to discuss suggestions for speakers soon 


 Start Oral Sessions with Group/Theme lead talk 


 CNMS staff can suggest invited user talks - suggestions 


 UEC can suggest Plenary Speakers 


 Tutorial suggestions – when a new instrument arrives at CNMS, that would be a good 


time to advertise via newsletter and possibly offer a tutorial  


 Last newsletter 


o count 2/2/11 was 458 


 Next issue of User Newsletter  - late March 


o Welcome – Mark 


o Proposal update – new call 


o Upcoming Events – dates for user meeting 


o Research highlights – who would you like to showcase this time? 


 If you know of users with press releases – send to Laura 


o Staff highlights - who would you like to showcase this time – send suggestions to Laura 


 Theme/Group leaders will also make suggestions 


o What’s new 


 guest house progress 


 equipment – more technical details 


 Follow up to User Community Survey  


o plan to gather responses and distribute to appropriate groups for responses by next newsletter 


- Laura 


 Face-to-face meeting (doodle poll):  April 18-May 27 – Sandy to arrange 


 Survey – clear or keep a rolling survey? Mark suggests clearing every 6 months 


o Could we distribute a survey by paper during the user meeting? 


 Include paper survey in the registration package 


o Clear the survey before the user meeting 


o Have the suggestions for new equipment/capabilities been discussed 


 Suggestions are taken into account when we put together our ‘wish list’ 


 


 


 


 


Next Conference Call – Wednesday, March 2, 10:00am EST 


 


 








UEC Conference Call Minutes, Wednesday, March 2, 2011 
10:00-11:00am EST 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Mark Dadmun (University of Tennessee)  
Vice-Chair – Martyn McLachlan (Imperial College, London)  
Secretary – Tony Hmelo (Vanderbilt University)  
At-Large Members – 


Nina Balke (ORNL/CNMS); David Bucknall (Georgia Tech); Marco Buongiorno Nardelli (North Carolina State 
University); Michael Hickner (Penn State); Ronald L. Jones (NIST); Vivek Prabhu (NIST); Colin Wolden 
(Colorado School of Mines) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Venkatraman Gopalan (Penn State)  
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes; Laura Edwards; Sandy Lowe 


 


   
 Face-to-face meeting (doodle poll):  April 18-May 27  


o Wednesday, May 4 is the date selected for the meeting 
o Agenda items will be discussed during the next call 
o NOTE - Travel will only be available via CNMS for 1 on-site meeting.  Which timeframe 


would you like for this meeting?  May or during the User Meeting? 
 User Meeting:  September 19-20 with workshops 21-23 


o Plenary speaker suggestions 
 Muthu Kumar (UMass) 


o Invited speaker suggestions from CNMS staff 
 To be discussed at Theme Meeting, March 4 


o Note:  Start oral sessions with Group/Theme lead talk (45 min talk) 
 Kunlun Hong and Peter Bonnesen 


 Next issue of User Newsletter   
o Welcome from Mark – to Laura by March 11 
o New proposal call 
o Upcoming Events – dates for user meeting 
o Research highlights – (suggestions to Laura this week, if any) 
o Staff highlights -suggestions 


 Peter Bonnesen 
 Peter Maksymovych 
 Viviane Schwartz 


o What’s new 
 guest house progress 
 equipment – more technical details (which tools)? 


 In situ TEM (SHaRE equipment highlight) – Neil DeJonge (Vanderbilt) 
o Schedule: 


 March 15 – initial version due to UEC 
 March 18 – initial version comments due to Laura 
 March 28 - final version of contents to UEC 
 March 30 – files to Sandy to code, corrections as needed 
 April 6 - final check 
 April 7 - distribute 


 Follow up to User Community Survey  
o plan to gather responses and distribute to appropriate groups for responses by next newsletter  


– will be a separate article in newsletter (follow-up to user survey) 
 
 
 


Next Conference Call – Wednesday, April 6, 10:00am EST 
 








UEC Conference Call Minutes, Wednesday, April 6, 2011 
10:00-11:00am EST 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 


Chair – Mark Dadmun (University of Tennessee)  


Vice-Chair – Martyn McLachlan (Imperial College, London)  


Secretary – Tony Hmelo (Vanderbilt University)  


At-Large Members – 


Nina Balke (ORNL/CNMS); David Bucknall (Georgia Tech); Marco Buongiorno Nardelli (North Carolina State 


University); Michael Hickner (Penn State); Ronald L. Jones (NIST); Vivek Prabhu (NIST); Colin Wolden 


(Colorado School of Mines) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Venkatraman Gopalan (Penn State)  


CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes; Laura Edwards; Sandy Lowe 


 


   


 Face-to-face meeting  


o Travel will only be available via CNMS for 1 on-site meeting.  Which timeframe would you 


like for this meeting?  May or during the User Meeting? 


 Decision was for travel during the User Meeting 


 User Meeting:  September 19-20 with workshops 21-23 – get suggestions to Laura by COB 4/8/11 


o Plenary speaker suggestions 


 Dave McComb (Imperial College / will be moving to Ohio State in August) 


 Stefano Curtarolo (Duke) 


 Muthu Kumar (UMass) 


o Invited speaker suggestions from CNMS staff 


 To be discussed at Theme Meeting, April 8 


 Next issue of User Newsletter   


o Draft distributed – no changes noted 


 


 


 


 


Next Conference Call – Wednesday, May 4, 10:00am EST 
 


 


 


 Item for the agenda – be prepared to discuss the summer schedule for conference calls 








UEC Conference Call Minutes, Wednesday, May 4, 2011 
10:00-11:00am EST 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 


Chair – Mark Dadmun (University of Tennessee)  


Vice-Chair – Martyn McLachlan (Imperial College, London)  


Secretary – Tony Hmelo (Vanderbilt University)  


At-Large Members – 


Nina Balke (ORNL/CNMS); David Bucknall (Georgia Tech); Marco Buongiorno Nardelli (North Carolina State 


University); Michael Hickner (Penn State); Ronald L. Jones (NIST); Vivek Prabhu (NIST); Colin Wolden 


(Colorado School of Mines) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Venkatraman Gopalan (Penn State)  


CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes; Laura Edwards; Sandy Lowe 


 


   


 Set schedule for summer telecons 


o Doodle poll for June-August (3 weeks per month availability) 


 Current issue of User Newsletter – 543 as of 4pm 5/3/1 


o  Next issue will be in August 


 2011 User Meeting – rank user speaker suggestions  


o List distributed and discussed/ranked 


o Will be discussed at Theme meeting on Friday – ranked list will be distributed after the meeting 


 


 


 


 


Next Conference Call – TBD  
 


 


 








UEC Conference Call Minutes, Wednesday, August 10, 2011 
10:00-11:00am EST 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 


Chair – Mark Dadmun (University of Tennessee)  


Vice-Chair – Martyn McLachlan (Imperial College, London)  


Secretary – Tony Hmelo (Vanderbilt University)  


At-Large Members – 


Nina Balke (ORNL/CNMS); David Bucknall (Georgia Tech); Marco Buongiorno Nardelli (North 


Carolina State University); Michael Hickner (Penn State); Ronald L. Jones (NIST); Vivek Prabhu 


(NIST); Colin Wolden (Colorado School of Mines) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Venkatraman Gopalan (Penn State)  


CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes; Laura Edwards; Sandy Lowe 


 


 Welcome to Sean Smith 


 News from CNMS 


o Results of last proposal call 


 132 received; 92 proposals approved (70% approval rate) 


 User Meeting 


o Speaker list and preliminary agenda distributed 


o Registration is open 


 Sandy will send the UEC an email discussing registration and travel 


information 


o UEC lunch meeting 


 1 ½ hours allocated for discussions 


 Topics: Agenda will be set with Dadmun and CNMS; to include elections; 


the next survey, etc. 


o Town Hall meeting  


 4:15p is the scheduled meeting time 


o Elections – replace Vice-Chair (Martyn will move to Chair, Mark will move to 


Past Chair, Venkat will rotate off).  Replace Secretary and 3 at-large (Hmelo, 


Bucknall, Hickner, Jones) – all future terms are rotating two year terms. 


 Nominations solicited by: mass email to users; emails from UEC 


members; discussed at the User Meeting 


o Survey – do you still want to include a paper version in the registration packet? 


 Propose to take out the timing of the 2 calls (schedule is well set) 


 Agreed to remove questions 


 View the survey from the CNMS site 


 Let Laura know if any changes need to be made by August 19 


 Newsletter – rough draft soon, sent by August 26 (last one 1180, 8/2/11) 


o Draft to review targeted for distribution 8/15 or 8/16 - Laura 


o Welcome to Sean (T. Haynes) and from Sean  


o Proposal update – 2011B and next call 


o Events - User Meeting – dates, info, registration, Town Hall, election, survey 


o Research Highlights 


o Staff Highlights – Gonzalo, Early Career Award; Sean Smith, Division Director;  







o What’s New – Guest House, new tools 


 Schedule for telecons 


o Fall schedules – will need to open a doodle poll 


o 10-11 is a good timeframe to set aside; M-F 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Next Conference Call – Thursday, September 8, 10am EST  
 








 


 


CNMS UEC Agenda, Thursday September 8, 2011 
10:00 am Eastern Daylight Time 
 


Participants (attendees in blue) 


Chair – Mark Dadmun (University of Tennessee)  


Vice-Chair – Martyn McLachlan (Imperial College, London)  


Secretary – Tony Hmelo (Vanderbilt University)  


At-Large Members – 


Nina Balke (ORNL/CNMS); David Bucknall (Georgia Tech); Marco Buongiorno Nardelli (North 


Carolina State University); Michael Hickner (Penn State); Ronald L. Jones (NIST); Vivek Prabhu 


(NIST); Colin Wolden (Colorado School of Mines) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Venkatraman Gopalan (Penn State)  


CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes; Laura Edwards; Sandy Lowe 


 


 Fall call schedule:  10:00am EST 


o Tues -October 4; Thurs-November 3; Thurs-December 1 


 User Meeting is upon us! Things to do: 


o Set the agenda for the town hall meeting 


o UEC meeting: 


 Discussion of goals and progress – Dadmun 


 ‘Prospective’ from Sean and Tony  


o Promote the user survey during the user meeting and will follow by a separate 


mailing after the meeting 


 Discussion of status for nominations 


 Current issue of User Newsletter – count is over 5K 


 Proposal Call will close October 19 
 


 


 


 


 


Next Conference Call – Tuesday, October 4, 10:00am EST 
 








 
 
CNMS UEC Agenda, Tuesday October 4, 2011 
10:00 am Eastern Daylight Time 
 
Participants
Chair – Mark Dadmun (University of Tennessee)  


 (attendees in blue) 


Vice-Chair – Martyn McLachlan (Imperial College, London)  
Secretary – Tony Hmelo (Vanderbilt University)  
At-Large Members – 


Nina Balke (ORNL/CNMS); David Bucknall (Georgia Tech); Marco Buongiorno Nardelli (North 
Carolina State University); Michael Hickner (Penn State); Ronald L. Jones (NIST); Vivek Prabhu 
(NIST); Colin Wolden (Colorado School of Mines) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Venkatraman Gopalan (Penn State)  
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes, Sandy Lowe 


 
 


1. Review minutes of UEC meeting, September 19 
Hmelo to make corrections and resend for posting 


2. Election for 2012 
-Reviewed slate of candidates, confirmed 
-Haynes to collect candidate statements 
-By-laws: amendments to consider during this year’s election?  


o Discussed allocating position on UEC for industrial user; committee decided not 
to put amendment on ballot this year, monitor need/interest, revisit in 2012 


o Driver for BES interest in industrial interaction is captured in Chapter 11 of 2010 
BESAC report on “Science for Energy Technology”  


o Industrial outreach activities will be a primary topic at Nov. 8 meeting of BES 
User Facility Directors in Rockville, MD 


o Haynes will send BESAC report to UEC for review 
o Haynes will report to UEC on the Rockville meeting during December telecon 


3. User Newsletter for January 2012 – discuss during November call 
o Any changes in content? 
o Highlighting publications – discuss during November call 
o Publications received from the annual user data request that were not reported by 


staff should be considered as possible highlights – Sandy to compare lists 
4. Survey (zero responses received during/since User Meeting)  


– Action for 2012 
o Start the survey for 2012 in May so it can run for ~8 weeks;  close in mid July 
 Send reminder 2 weeks out 
 Send another reminder 2 days before close 


o Results to be available for the UEC telecon in August; discuss responses prior to 
User Meeting 


 


Next Conference Call – Thursday, November 3, 10:00am EST 
 








CNMS UEC Agenda, Thursday December 1, 2011 
10:00 am Eastern Daylight Time 
 
Participants (attendees in blue) 
Chair – Mark Dadmun (University of Tennessee)  
Vice-Chair – Martyn McLachlan (Imperial College, London)  
Secretary – Tony Hmelo (Vanderbilt University)  
At-Large Members – 


Nina Balke (ORNL/CNMS); David Bucknall (Georgia Tech); Marco Buongiorno Nardelli (North 
Carolina State University); Michael Hickner (Penn State); Ronald L. Jones (NIST); Vivek Prabhu 
(NIST); Colin Wolden (Colorado School of Mines) 


Past Chair, ex officio member – Venkatraman Gopalan (Penn State)  
CNMS (non-members) – Tony Haynes, Sandy Lowe 


 
 


 News from CNMS (see attachment)  
 Election Results – distributed to the committee by Tony Haynes 


o Venkat and Jones will rotate off the committee effective January 1 
o Notifications will go out to the candidates by Tony Haynes 


 Mailing list will be provided by Sandy for the user group announcement – 
to be sent by Tony Hmelo 


 Schedule for January Telecon 
o January 5, 10am EST 
o Poll will be conducted in January for future meeting dates/times (Haynes) 


 Proposed dates for 2012 User Meeting 
o September 10-14, 2012:  best date to avoid holiday conflicts 
o September 17-21, 2012 
o Confirm preferred dates of September 10-14 during January UEC call (Haynes) 


 Report on Industrial Users discussion at Facility Directors' Mtg 11/8  
o Summary and slides were distributed to the committee by Haynes in advance and 


discussed during the call; no actions needed, continue to monitor BES intent 
 User Newsletter, January issue 


o Mid January target for distribution 
o Message from new UEC Chair   
o Profiles of new UEC members; full list of 2012 committee roster 
o Acknowledgement of members rotating off committee 
o CNMS updates (proposal call; 2011 user meeting summary; 2012 user meeting 


dates; UT-B awards received by CNMS staff) 
o Equipment to feature:   


 Helium ion microscope 
 Poll group leaders for other suggestions (Haynes) 
 SAXS was highlighted in the April 2011 newsletter 


o Research highlights 
 August highlight from ‘Small’ and November highlight from Balke 


o User Profiles 
 Hurt (Brown) for Small article, Huijben (Twente) for Balke highlight 


 
Next Conference Call – Thursday, January 5, 10:00am EST 







NEWS FROM CNMS, October-November 2011 
An update for the UEC 
 
User Proposals 
• Proposal call deadline was Oct 19; received 129 proposals, including 2 for SHaRE-only that were 


transferred to SHaRE for their review process; 2 converted to Rapid Access, 1 NOT FEASIBLE, 1 
withdrawn, 1 neutron-only (had just missed their deadline); all proposals out for review Nov 6, 
reviews due Dec 2, decisions Dec 12, notifications by Dec 15 to allow time for badge processing 
before Feb 1 starts. 


• Starting in mid-December, we’ll be accepting applications for extension for 97 projects that started 
last February.  


• FY2011 was a record year for CNMS user proposals- 380 proposals including Rapid Access 
 
Annual report to BES for FY2011 
• Report was due and submitted on Oct 20 


374 unique users, just a bit above last year (360); 330 actually on-site, 27 mail-out synthesis, 17 
remote computational (does not count 12 additional theory users with computing accounts, ran 
jobs, but in excess of 1 per proposal) 
Other NSRCs reported 327/348/363/528 (4 NSRCs average 353+/-6%, fifth is +50%) 


• First time users 42% (down from 52%); Industrial users = 8 (2%), about half of previous years 
• ORNL users account for 28% now, most/all of increase is CNMS staff (53) becoming users, now acct 


for ½ of ORNL users 
• Publications up: 214 estimated for FY11, compared to 173 estimated in Oct-2010 for FY10  


[Note: finished with 199 papers in CY10] 
• Satisfaction survey received 121 responses, 38% response rate (33% in FY10, 36% in FY09)  


3 individuals marked dissatisfied- 2 complained of difficulty to get staff attn, get started, sense 
overcommitment; 1 complained about lack of notifications of computing/network outages 


 
Other Activity 
• NSRCs sharing booth #1105 at MRS Meeting this week for purpose of recruiting users; Laura is 


representing CNMS 
 
 





